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SUB J : STUDENTS CONTINUE OBJECTIONS TO REDUCTION IN MONTHLY 
ALLOWANCE 

SUMMARY: SINCE MID-FEBRUARY HIGHER EDUCATION STUDENTS 
IN ZAMBIA, OTHER THAN AT THE UNIVERSITY, HAVE CONTINUED 
A SERIES OF LOW LEVEL, SPORADIC AND APPARENTLY 
UNCOORDINATED DEMONSTRATIONS OBJECTING TO THE REDUCTION 
IN THEIR MONTHLY ALLOWANCE FROM K10 TO K5. POLICE ON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS HAVE BEEN CALLED IN, THE LATEST WAS MARCH 
7 AND 8 WHEN POLICE USED TEAR GAS TO DISPERSE STUDENTS. 

THEIR COMPLAINTS HAVE ANNOYED THE GRZ ENOUGH TO STIMULATE 
A SHARP REBUKE FROM PRES KAUNDA WHO WARNED THE STUDENTS 
THAT HE WOULD NOT HESITATE TO USE APPROPRIATE MEANS TO 
ENFORCE THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION, INCLUDING, IF NECESSARY, 

CLOSING VOCATIONAL AND TRADE SCHOOL CAMPUSES. GRZ CLEARLY 
INTENDS TO DEAL FIRMLY WITH THE STUDENTS AND WE BELIEVE 
THEY WILL BE KEPT IN HAND. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON MONDAY AND TUESDAY, MARCH 7 AND 8, THE STUDENTS 
AT EVELYN HONE COLLEGE IN LUSAKA STAGED A RELAXED SIT-IN 
AROUND THE CAMPUS WHILE COURSES APPARENTLY CONTINUED. 

POLICE WATCHED FROM A DISTANCE WITHOUT INCIDENT. HOWEVER 
WHEN SOME BACK ALLOWANCES WERE PAID THE STUDENTS, THEIR 
CELEBRATION TURNED INTO A CONFRONTATION WITH THE POLICE. 
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STUDENTS WERE FORCED BACK INTO CAMPUS BUILDINGS AND ALONG 
WITH SOME FACULTY EMPLOYEES CAME UNDER A TEAR GAS ATTACK. A 
FEW STUDENTS WERE INJURED, OTHERS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED AND 
APPARENTLY TREATED WITHOUT GREAT SYMPATHY BY THE POLICE. 

THIS WAS THE LATEST AND MOST SERIOUS STUDENT/POLICE CON- 
FRONTATION SINCE STUDENTS BEGAN PROTESTING THE REDUCTION 
OF THEIR MONTHLY ALLOWANCE FROM K10 TO K5 PER MONTH. THE LAST 
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FAIRLY SERIOUS STUDENT/POLICE CLASH CAME AT NDOLA IN MID-FEBRUARY. 
THE REDUCTION OF ALLOWANCES WAS ANNOUNCED IANUARY 28 BY THE 
MINISTER OF FINANCE IN PRESENTING GRZ BUDGET FOR 1977. 

2. STUDENTS HAVE RECEIVED ORAL SUPPORT OF THE ZAMBIAN 
CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS (ZCTU) IN THEIR REQUEST FOR 
REINSTATEMENT OF FULL OR INCREASED ALLOWANCE. MANY 
FACULTY MEMBERS ARE SYMPATHETIC TO STUDENT DEMAND AS 
ALLOWANCES ARE USED BY STUDENTS WHO ARE IN MANY CASES 
CHILDREN OF SUBSISTENCE LEVEL INCOME FAMILIES. ALLOWANCES 
ARE USED TO PURCHASE SUPPLIES, I.E. PAPER, PENS, AND BOOKS 
SUPPLIED IN THE PAST BY THE COLLEGES. STUDENTS ARE NOT 
LIKELY TO GIVE IN EASILY SINCE AT THE SAME TIME THEIR 
ALLOWANCES WERE CUT, HIGHER LEVEL GRZ OFFICIALS RECEIVED 
INCREASES IN ALLOWANCES. THE CUT DOES NOT AFFECT TUITION, 

LODGING OR FOOD, AND DOES NOT APPLY TO UNIVERSITY OF 
ZAMBIA STUDENTS. 

COMMENT: THE GOVERNMENT HAS HANDLED THIS MATTER WITH 
RESTRAINT TO THIS POINT, PERMITTING THE STUDENTS TO LET OFF 
STEAM IN VARIOUS WAYS. WE BELIEVE THE GOVERNMENT WILL HANDLE 
THE STUDENTS WITH INCREASING FIRMNESS AND WILL BE ABLE TO 
KEEP THEM IN HAND. LOW 
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